EGYPTS WONDERS OF THE PAST

how it came to be built in an age long be-
fore cranes and other mechanical devices
were known. Especially do we marvel at
the genius of the ancient architects under
whose care it was built, and at the patience
and skill of the artists who adorned it with
their carvings.

Very wonderful too are the temple of
the moon-god, Khensu, the temple of
Rameses III, in which the pillars arc
carved to represent the god Osiris and the
long avenues with rows of sculptured
sphinxes on each side of them, that lead
to the various temples. We must not miss
the temple of Amenhotep III, however,
for it is very splendid. Its doorways were
in his time studded with gold, and the
forecourt, which was built by Amenhotep,
was paved with silver. Round this court
are seventy-four^-Columns,- each in the
form of a papyrus-bud.

Where the PKaraohs Were Buried

Beyond the T&fban temples we see a
line of bleak hills^gaiasfc trie deep blue of
the sky. In them 'is^the'clesolate Valley
of the Kings, which contains the burial-
places of many of the great Egyptian
Pharaohs. They were hidden here so that
their bodies might not be disturbed by
thieves in search of the gold and jewels
that were buried with them. In this valley
was found, in 1922, the tomb of the young
King Tutankhamen, with all his treas-
ures, but he was a very unimportant mon-
arch compared with some of the others
who were buried near by.

The graves of mighty Rameses II,
of Amenhotep III, of Thothmes III and
many another ruler of Egypt have all been
discovered here. Some of the tombs are
marvelously decorated, and from the pic-
tures and carvings in them we may learn
much about the ancient Egyptians. Others
have contained articles of furniture and
personal belongings of the dead kings, and
from these also the story of the past can
be read.

Embalming the Royal Bodies

The bodies of the kings as well as of
all who could afford it were prepared for
burial by a long and costly process. Em-

balmed first, the body was then wrapped
tightly in fold after fold of linen which
had been soaked in .some kind of preser-
vative and placed in a coffin made in the
likeness of the person it contained. This
statue-coffin was placed in still another
coffin of stone or wood. Thus, the remains
and all its possessions awaited the day
when the immortal soul should return. In
the Museum of Antiquities at Cairo, the
mummies of some of the famous Egyp-
tian kin&s are on view, while in our ow&
museums we may see the mummies of
less important persons. All this has served
to make the K&'ypt of the past very real
to us to-day.

There arc many other temples and
monuments in different parts of Egypt
that we might visit, but we shall leave the
lifeless statues and great empty buildings
and turn to the people who erected them.
Let us imagine ourselves in Egypt
about 1240 i!.c.t in the days of the great
Pharaoh Rameses II. We are at Mem-
phis, but we wish to visit friends at
Thebes, and so hire a boat in which to
travel up the Nile. ()ur voyage will be
extremely comfortable, since our deck-
cabin is not too small and is very airy
and handsomely furnished. We embark,
Luggage and stores are all aboard. The
rowers bend to their onrs and we begin
to glide placidly up the river. Day after
day we proceed, -sitting when it is not too
hot on the high platforms at the how and
the stern to watch all that happens on the
banks. Sometimes a breeze springs up
and the gaily-colored sails arc hoisted.

We Are Welcomed l>y the Merchant

At last we see Thebes, the most mag-
nificent city in all K#ypt, and the temples
of Karnak and Luxor with three bare
grim hills beyond them. Our boat is
moored to the stone-paved quay, and we
go ashore to meet our friends. One of
them, a merchant, comes forward to greet
us. He is 'bareheaded in spite of the hot
sun, wears a linen robe with a long skirt
and carries a stout cane.

He limps a little, since his laced leather
shoes are new and tight. His wife, our
friend" explains, is looking forward
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